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Responding to the rise of synthetic narration in audiobooks, I founded the publishing house nAlrrative Press
in 2023: a publisher of Al-written and Al-narrated audiobooks (nairrativepress.com). In this presentation and
article, I trace the changing Canadian landscape of Al-narrated audiobooks and its (im)possibilities through the
example nAlrrative Press. As a research-creation project, nAlrrative Press’publications not only interrogate
rising questions of Al ethics, authorship, and creativity, but the publishing house itself challenges the Canadian
audiobook industry’s distribution and publication.

Already in 2023, the audiobook industry in Canada was transforming, with Spotify’s acquisition of one of
the largest audiobook distributors, Findaway Voices, in 2022 (Spotify, 2022), to their formal offering of audio-
book services to Canadians in 2023 (Perez, 2023). This period also saw an expansion of Al narration services,
poised as a solution to publishers to meet the demand of Canadian audiobook listeners, despite their high
production cost (BookNet Canada, 2024). Google Play Books, Bookwire, and Apple Books began to offer Al
narration production and distribution on their platforms (Maughan, 2022; Bookwire, 2022; Anderson, 2023;
Cecco, 2023), placing themselves in competition with other text-to-speech software available to publishers
and self-publishers alike. Yet in 2023, Findaway Voices and fellow audiobook distributor Amazon’s ACX re-
fused to distribute Al-narrated audiobooks. Being the largest distributors, a great portion of the Canadian
audiobook market was closed to Al-narrated audiobooks and my nAlrrative Press. Instead, nAlrrative Press’
audiobooks snuck into Canadian bookseller Indigo via Kobo Writing Life and onto Spotify, YouTube, and
Amazon as “music”via SoundCloud. This landscape has continued to change, with both Findaway Voices and
Amazon ACX’s limited inclusion of Al-narrated audiobooks (Findaway Voices by Spotify, 2023; Milliot, 2023).
How do these shifting narratives around Al narration come to bear on the future of audiobook production
and distribution in Canada?

References

Anderson, P. (2023, January 18). Bookwire expands its text-to-speech audiobook offer

with Google. Publishing Perspectives. https://publishingperspectives.com/2023/01/bookwire-expands-its-text-
to-speech-audiobook-offer-with-google-play-books/

BookNet Canada. (2024). The State of Publishing in Canada 2023. BookNet Canada.

Bookwire. (2022, June 2). Bookwire’s way audiobook production service now features

text-to-speech. https://www.bookwire.net/company/newsroom/detail/bookwire-expands-its-way-audiobook-
production-service-to-include-text-to-speech-technology/

Cecco, L. (2023, January 4). Death of the narrator? Apple unveils suite of Ai-Voiced

Audiobooks. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/jan/04/apple-artificial-intelligence-
ai-audiobooks

Findaway Voices by Spotify. (2023, December 5). Now distributing audiobooks with Digital Voice

Narration. Findaway Voices by Spotify Blog. https://blog.findawayvoices.com/now-distributing-audiobooks-
with-digital-voice-narration/

Maughan, S. (2022, April 26). Google play books expands Al audiobook narration.

PublishersWeekly.com. https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/audio-books/article/89151-
google-play-books-expands-ai-audiobook-narration.html

Milliot, J. (2023, November 1). Kindle Direct Publishing will beta test virtual voice—narrated

audiobooks. PublishersWeekly.com. https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/audio-
books/article/93625-kindle-direct-publishing-will-beta-test-virtual-voice-narrated-audiobooks.html

Perez, S. (2023, March 21). Spotify brings its new audiobooks service to Canada. TechCrunch.
https://techcrunch.com/2023/03/21/spotify-brings-its-new-audiobooks-service-to-canada/

Spotify. (2023, September 7). Spotify closes acquisition of Findaway, a global leader in

audiobooks. Spotify. https://newsroom.spotify.com/2022-06-16/spotify-closes-acquisition-of-findaway-a-global-
leader-in-audiobooks/



Hauptautor: ZARA, Aline (University of Toronto)
Vortragende(r): ZARA, Aline (University of Toronto)

Sitzung Einordnung: Audiobooks and Al



