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Abstract (500 words)

Abstract (300 words)
This paper investigates how the focus of English language education in Japan has evolved in conjunction with
shifts in Japanese national identity over the past seventy years. English is the first foreign language learned
by the majority of the Japanese population. Despite this widespread engagement, the level of English pro-
ficiency has consistently fallen short of satisfactory standards. In response to this challenge, the Japanese
government implemented a comprehensive reform of English education in 2020. This reform mandated that
English classes be made compulsory in elementary schools and increased the total number of hours dedicated
to English instruction throughout the nine years of compulsory education. However, the reform was not
solely characterised by an increase in class hours. It also involved a significant revision of English textbooks
to place greater emphasis on Japanese culture. What do these changes imply regarding the perception of glob-
alisation within Japanese society? To explore this question, the study provides an overview of the historical
development of English language education in Japan since the post-war period. Employing the methodology
of qualitative discourse analysis, the paper scrutinises major English textbooks in Japan, focusing on the na-
tionalities of the main characters and the geographical settings of the main stories. The analysis reveals a
growing representation of Japanese characters and an increasing number of stories set in Japan within these
textbooks. Based on this finding, the study argues that the emphasis of English language education has shifted
from cultural input to cultural output. While this transition can be interpreted as a move toward knowledge
ownership that empowers learners beyond passive consumption, educators must remain vigilant about the



risk of limiting students’ perspectives to a singular national culture, which could hinder their development of
a more cosmopolitan worldview. This potential risk will be explored further in future research.
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